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HEATON HALL 
HISTORY  

 
THIS handsome Georgian mansion, which lies four miles to the north of Manchester, was 
acquired by the corporation, with the Surrounding estate of about 6oo acres, from the Earl 
of Wilton in 1901.  The grounds were converted into a public park, which quickly became a 
popular rendezvous for the city’s northern inhabitants, and five years later the larger part of 
the Hall was opened as a branch art gallery, the remainder being used for catering purposes. 
It is one of the only four buildings in the Manchester area which have been included in the 
very select Group I of the Ministry of Town and Country Planning’s provisional list of 
buildings of special architectural or historical interest. 

 
Heaton Hall was built in 1772 by Sir Thomas Egerton, the 7th baronet of a Cheshire family 
which dates back to the Plantagenets. In Tudor times it claimed among its members a Lord 
Chancellor who was the ancestor of the Dukes of Bridgewater. Under James I the head of 
the family was Sir Roland Egerton. He married a daughter of the Lord Grey de Wilton who 
had been governor of Ireland when Elizabeth was Queen, and was made a baronet in 1617. 
Sir Roland’s estates consisted of Oulton in Cheshire, which he had inherited; Wrinehill in 



Staffordshire; and Farthinghoe in Northamptonshire where he died in 1646. It was his 
descendant, Sir John Egerton the 3rd baronet who, in i684, 
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married Elizabeth Holland of Denton and Heaton. Denton, an estate of 35,000 acres, was 

one of the western manors of the ancient parish of Manchester and the Hollands had been 

lords of it Since the 14th century. They also owned lands in Heaton in the parish of 

Prestwich, north of Manchester.  

 

Richard Holland went to live at Heaton in  James I’s reign in a house which became known as 

the Old Hall. The son of his brother, who had succeeded him, was a colonel under Cromwell 

and helped in the defence of Manchester in 1642. He was also a member of two of 

Cromwell’s parliaments. In 1661 the succession passed to this Holland’s brother, whose 

daughter, the Elizabeth Holland already mentioned, inherited the Denton and Heaton 

estates on the death of her brother, Edward, in 1683. 

  

Following her marriage to Sir John Egerton, their son, Holland, who was a distinguished 

antiquary, showed a partiality for the Heaton residence. It was there that he died in 1730, 

Only a year after he had succeeded his father as 4th baronet. His elder son’s death at 25 

years of age occurred in 1744 and the younger son, the 6th baronet, was only 35 when he, 

too, died in 1756. Before then, however, in 1750, this member of the family, Sir Thomas 

Egerton, built a new house on part of the site occupied by the present Hall. Heaton was then 

much more remote, since Manchester was still a comparatively small place, and the estate 

was notable for its picturesque hills, dales and trees. The outlook from the new house was 

no doubt a considerable factor in the choice of 
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its elevated position. It had a seven windowed front and a depth of two rooms and has, in 

fact, been partly incorporated in the Heaton Hall of today. 

 

The 7th baronet was only seven years old when he succeeded to the family estates and was 

but 23 when, in 1772, he was returned as one of the members of Parliament for Lancashire 

and commissioned James Wyatt to design Heaton Hall as it now stands. He was created 

Baron Grey de Wilton in 1784, and in 1801, became Earl of Wilton, with remainder since he 

had no heir, to the second son of his only daughter who had married Lord Belgrave, after 

wards the first Marquess of Westminster. This second son, Thomas, who was born in 1799, 

succeeded his grandfather in 1814 and took the arms of Egerton in place of those of 

Grosvenor. He married Lady Mary Stanley, daughter of the 12th Earl of Derby by his second 

wife, Eliza Farren, the actress. A notable visitor to the Hall in September 1830 when she was 

acting in Manchester, was Frances Anne, Charles Kemble’s daughter and Mrs. Siddon’s 

niece, who would come down to dinner in her stage costume to the surprise of other guests. 



She thought her hostess strikingly handsome and the second Earl of Wilton very musical. 

This earl lived until 1882. His elder son survived him by but three years and the next brother 

only held the earldom until 1898. It was his son, Arthur, the 5th earl who, in 1901, sold the 

Hall and the Park to the Manchester Corporation. 
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